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Our very distinguished speakers and panel members

Ladies and gentlemen,
I present good compliments from H.E. the President and people of the Republic of Ghana to you all.  We thank you for the opportunity granted my delegation, interestingly the only one to speak from Africa, to be part of such an august session.

As we all know, the subject of ECOLOGY is quite extensive, virtually encompassing all aspects of human endeavour. In the subject you could be looking at the Atmosphere, Freshwater, Coastal and Marine areas just as Energy, Lands, Forestry, Biodiversity and Human settlements. So within the constraints of time and especially the context and object of this summit, we intend to highlight a segment that would stimulate a fuller discussion at the panel sessions later today. We should particulary be forcussing on climate change, the complex ecosystems, enviromental impact assessment (EIA), disaster risk reduction and for that matter safety and security and interdependences. This is our sure bid to ensure a sustainable and responsible development.
As a Deputy Minister who has been assigned a responsibility for Tourism development, I crave your kind indulgence in my bias as I briefly dwell on the interplay between the environment and tourism as a unique human activity that aims to help all of us – educators, students, policy makers etc. to understand the consequences of these activities.

Clearly, the decisions we take in our sector impact on other sectors and the effect of our technologies, for example climate change, has complex dimensions and we need to teach society and our communities the nature of this interdependence which is so critical in establishing ecosystems which impact on sustainable development.
The world has no choice today but to acknowledge that especially in industrialised countries, mass tourism and recreation are fast overtaking the extractive industries as the largest threat to indigenous communities and, what we call ‘pristine’ environments.
These are destinations that people want to visit – attractive landscape sites such as beaches, lakes and riversides, mountain tops wetlands and slopes are characterised by rich eco-system that become vulnerable to degradation. These threats and pressures on the ecosystems are severe because such places are very attractive to visitors and developers who in the process, deplete local forests for construction and even firewood and trample on the vegetation. Environmentalists strongly suggest to governments to de-emphasis the focus on extractive industries, especially mining and timber exploitation, both of which are additionally inimical to the health of the natural environment. These environmentalists suggest the largely non-consumptive tourism sector as an alternative to natural resource exploitation most of which are not renewable. Tourism, on the other hand does not involve the transportation of tonnes of raw material to other countries. Eco-tourism as distinct from mass tourism is capable of bringing in revenues while at the same time protecting the natural environment to enrich itself.
Further, we recognise that mass tourism is causing the same forms of pollution as any other industry – air emission, noise, solid waste and littering, releases of sewage, oil and chemicals and visual pollution. Transport by air, road and rail is continuously increasing in response to rising number of tourists and their greater mobility; one consequence is that the industry now accounts for 60% of air travel and therefore responsible for an important share of air emissions. A single study has estimated that one transatlantic return flight emits almost half the carbon dioxide (co2) emission produced by all other sources (lighting, heating, cars) consumed by an average person yearly. These have impacts on global warming and pollution. Imagine when in very hot or cold countries, tour coaches often leave their engines running for hours while tourist get down on site excursion because they want to return to a comfortable air-conditioned bus. 

Again in areas with high concentration of tourist activities and appealing natural attractions, waste disposal is a very serious problem and a spoiler of the natural environment – rivers, scenic areas and roadsides. Solid waste and littering is consciously or otherwise degrading the physical appearance of the water and shoreline as well as causing the death of marine animals. Waste water from hotels and receptive facilities lead to increased sewage pollution, damaging the flora and fauna and threatening the health of society.
Often times, tourism fails to integrate its structures with the natural features and indigenous architecture of the destination. Some facility designs appear completely out of place and result in sprawling developments along coastlines, valleys and scenic routes.

Equally worse is that tourists using the same road trail in a nature or wildlife park over and over again trample the vegetation and soil leading to the loss of biodiversity. It can still even be worse when visitors frequently stray off the established trails. Safaris and wildlife watching activities alter the natural behaviours of the animals with a degrading effect on their habitat. In some cases, as in Kenya, it has led to animals becoming so disturbed that, at times, they neglect their young ones or fail to mate altogether.
Distinguished ladies and gentlemen, as Academics confronted with all these challenges, research and education would seem to be the keyword as a panacea for ensuring development and ecosystems. It is fair to admit that tourism comes with several challenges to the maintenance of ecological integrity. In some places, tourism without proper coordination, supervision and monitoring may have undesirable impact on the ecology as have been mentioned.  In appreciating we need tourism and the positive socio-economic impact associated with it. The wise thing we ought to do is settle on meeting the challenges face-on. We must educate our various stakeholders including tourist themselves and destination people on the best practice tenets to achieve the required balance.  An understanding of these matters and interplay between human acts, and the ecology through education would in no small measure contribute to building the skills and attitudes needed to question the negative sides.

Thankfully, tourism itself provides a unique tool for awareness building and learning. Sound natural and cultural environments are its basic assets and researchers can explore this to recommend a sustained solution. At the moment there is an encouraging ‘greening’ of mainstream tourism with a greater object on nature-based or ecotourism which is seeking to play a crucial role in communities and natural environments for the development of the industry. It is advocating a responsible travel to natural areas that conserves the environment and sustains the well-being of local people. 

This effort, no doubt, would require the support of academics in the area of research and education and we believe also that interactions with government tourism and resource management agencies, community groups and, even better, the integration of nature tourism into international strategies would help advance this cause for sustainable development.
The sustainable management of the environment depends upon how we as individuals are concerned about the environment and what we can do to manage it. Our choices and our actions will determine the future of the environment. Let’s choose and act wisely and make the world a safer and healthier place to live.
In matter of the ecology, ladies and gentlemen, we all are winners or losers and therefore we must act rationally but it must be now!!
Thank you.
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